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out by bringing home a paycheck. Right
now, he faces a tough choice, juggling
school and a job. He’s trying to do both,
and both are suffering. He doesn’t want to
close the door on college, but he’s feeling
pressure to drop out.

Our “Youth Apprentice Act” can help that
young man stay in school, keep his job, and
keep his options open. It will let him sit
down with his school and his employer, put
together a course of study and a job sched-
ule that will keep him on track for gradua-
tion. And later on, if that young man wants
to change careers or go to college, he’s got
a skill certificate to show future employers
and a diploma that really means something.

Each one of these initiatives begins with
the same question: What can Government

do to open the doors of opportunity to every
American? As the President, I've made it
my mission to preserve and advance three
legacies close to all our hearts: a world at
peace, an economy with good jobs, a Nation
of strong families. The initiatives I've talked
about today can help Americans make those
legacies their own.

Thank you for listening today. And as so
many of you celebrate Passover or prepare
for Easter Sunday, may God bless the
United States of America.

Note: This address was recorded at 8 a.m.
on April 16 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on
April 18,

Statement on Actions to Support Democracy in Cuba

April 18, 1992

I am strongly committed to actions that
will  bring rapid, peaceful, democratic
change to Cuba. My administration has pur-
sued an effective policy of economic and
political isolation of the Castro regime. We
urge all democratic governments to join us.
No nation should help bankroll this dictator-
ship. Aid to the Castro regime will prolong
Castro’s hold on Cuba and prolong the mis-
ery and suffering of the Cuban people.

Today we are closer than ever to our goal
of returning freedom to Cuba. The Russian
Government has announced that economic
relations with Cuba will be on a hard cur-
rency basis. Also, Russia is withdrawing the
former Soviet brigade and announced that
as of January 1, 1992, it was ending all sub-
sidies to Cuba. Castro is on his own. Cuba
has lost a source of economic and military
aid that has totaled as much as $5 billion
annually in some years. Cuban trade with
the new Independent States amounts to a
mere fraction of its trade with the former
Soviet Union.

For the first time, the Russian Republic
voted with countries from Latin America,
Africa, and Asia to condemn Cuba’s human
rights abuses at the United Nations Human

Rights Commission meeting in Geneva. Our
Latin American allies rejected Cuban re-
quests to purchase oil at less than fair mar-
ket prices and have called for a democratic
opening in Cuba. My administration will
support free trade arrangements that bene-
fit our sister democracies but will not accept
loopholes that aid the Castro regime. The
benefits of these agreements are for govern-
ments committed to freedom and democ-
racy.

The “Cuban Democracy Act of 19927
seeks to build on the strong prodemocracy
policy of my administration. I applaud such
efforts and endorse the objectives of this
legislation to isolate Cuba until democratic
change comes to that embattled island.

I believe in and I am committed to work
with the Congress this session to pass a
stronger, more effective “Cuban Democracy
Act,” which tightens the embargo and closes
any unintentional loopholes that could ben-
efit the Castro regime while preserving the
proper constitutional prerogatives of the
Congress and the President.

However, as currently written, the
“Cuban Democracy Act” could, without in-
tending to do so, weaken the embargo. It
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could result in the transfer of millions of
dollars to the Castro regime from earnings
on telecommunication services between the
United States and Cuba. Current regula-
tions allow balanced and even improved
phone services but restrict hard currency
transfers to Cuba.

Additionally, we should continue to li-
cense donations of food and medicines to
nongovernmental organizations in Cuba for
the benefit of the Cuban people. But we
cannot permit either the sale of medicines
or the donation of food to the Castro regime
itself. To do so, as the bill proposes, could
directly aid the security forces of the Castro
dictatorship and could contribute to the
building of a biotechnology industry.

Finally, consistent with my proposal of 3
years ago, the legislation should strengthen
the provision providing for civil penalty au-
thority for the Department of the Treasury

as a weapon against embargo violators.

With the appropriate changes, 1 expect
to be able to sign this legislation. I intend
to work with the Congress to pass a strong
“Cuban Democracy Act” this year.

In this spirit, I am today instructing the
Treasury Department to restrict further
shipping to Cuba by issuing regulations that
will prohibit entry into U.S. ports of vessels
that are engaged in trade with Cuba. Addi-
tionally, I am instructing Treasury to begin
the process of issuing licenses to permit
shipment of humanitarian package mail on
the Miami/Havana air charter services. This
measure will further limit Cuba’s hard cur-
rency earnings.

My administration will continue to press
governments around the world on the need
to isolate economically the Castro regime.
Together we will bring to Cuba a new era
of freedom and democracy.

Remarks at the Opening Ceremony of the AmeriFlora "92

Exposition in Columbus, Ohio
April 20, 1992

Well, Bob, thank you very much. Barbara

and I are just delighted to be here and,
of course, delighted to be with our admired
and respected friend Bob Hope. May I sa-
lute our Governor, George Voinovich; the
Lieutenant Governor, Mike DeWine; Sen-
ator Glenn; Mayor Lashutka of Columbus;
Dorothy and Bob Teater; Dick and Pam
Frank; and of course, the one you heard
from earlier, Mr. John Wolfe and his wife,
Ann, John having done so much for this
city.
And thank you all for the privilege of at-
tending this marvelous AmeriFlora 92,
America’s celebration of discovery. It’s great
to be back in Columbus, this wonderful city,
where my dad was born and grew up.

First, I appreciate the brevity of the Bob
Hope introduction. [Laughter] Bob was tell-
ing me about Columbus’ discovery of Amer-
ica; we were talking a little history. He was
saying that one result of Columbus’ voyage
was the trade that first introduced broccoli
to the Europeans. They’ve been our friends
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ever since, anyway. [Laughter] They remain
friends, for more than ever we believe in
the same ideals like liberty, free trade, and
democracy. We know ours is one world, an
interdependent world.

The American spirit enriches the human
spirit, brave, unafraid, and above all, free.
That spirit, the spirit of discovery, forged
America, for Christopher Columbus be-
lieved the mariner must, in his words,
“probe the secrets of the world.” So, the
son of a Genoese weaver took that first step
in a trek that ultimately produced the
United States of America.

In saluting his quincentennial, we salute
how freedom’s ship has sailed to every cor-
ner of the Earth. We Americans celebrate
discovery because we’re never satisfied, be-
cause we are ever romancing the next hori-
zon. That is why this beautiful sculpture
here in front of us reminds us of the sails
of the Nina, Pinta, and the Santa Maria,
and why, too, a full-size replica of
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